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Ingredient - the putting together of separate elements or parts 
to form a whole. There are several parts that go into 
“obedience” to make it a whole. 
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One of the elements is having a new mind 
set. 

 
The mind is the gateway to our soul and 
spirit.  Whatever controls or dominates 
the mind will  guide our destiny.  
“For as a man thinketh in his heart so is 
he…” Prov. 23:7 
  
Thinketh  – Hebrew word “Sha ar”  to act 
as a gatekeeper.  
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The gate was a place of controlled access to a walled 
city.  The only entrance was through the gates.  
There only two gates for anything to enter into the 
mind:  
 
1. EYE gate            

 
 

2. EAR gate 
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• We all need a new mind set in order to change and become 
what God has designed us to be. 

  

• We have a human nature which can understand natural 
things.   

 

• And we have the divine nature that understand both sides.  
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To move the people to the next level,  Nehemiah showed up 

with a:  

                          Vision 

                        Plan 

                     Program  

 

                                                                            (Nehemiah 4th Chapter) 
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Pastor Ralph has given us the same thing to move us to the 

next level of God’s plan for our life.  

                         Vision 

                       Plan 

                    Program  
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• Vision -  extend the  kingdom 
by winning the lost.  

 

• Plan – to re-fire the people 
through training in the word 
and rebuilding the walls of their 
life.  

 

• Program – Care Group Network 
to carry out the plan.  
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That we henceforth be no more children, tossed to and fro, and 
carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men, 
and cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to deceive; 
 
15 But speaking the truth in love, may grow up into him in all 
things, which is the head, even Christ: 
 
16 From whom the whole body fitly joined together and 
compacted by that which every joint supplieth, according to the 
effectual working in the measure of every part, maketh increase 
of the body unto the edifying of itself in love. 
                                                                                 (Ephesians 4: 14-16) 
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The Five-fold Hand 
 

• Christ gave gifts to the church called the fivefold 
ministry to prepare his body for service so that 
his body could be built up. 

• This was given “until” his purpose for his body to 
be fulfilled.   

• Until his body reached unity in the faith and 
knowledge, this would mature us in order for us 
to attain the whole measure of fullness of Christ. 

• The true Christian life is a continual 
enlightenment of being changed into the image 
of God’s Son.  
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In order for us to become obedient and matured in 
Christ, He gave us a fivefold manner of himself. 
 
Teachers  - to help ground us in solid biblical truth and 
impart a love for the truth, so that we will search the 
scriptures for ourselves. 
 
Pastor/ Shepherds  - to help guide us into the ways of 
the Lord, and equip us to love and care for one another 
and to guard the door so that we do not eat the wrong 
things. 
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Evangelists  - to impart God’s love for the lost, as well as to 
equip us to release the light that has been given to us as we 
lead others out of the their darkness and into the light of the 
Lord. 
 
Prophets  - for strategic guidance and to teach us how to know 
the voice of the Lord, so that we can stay focus on the way that 
God is  leading us. 
 
Apostles  - to help take all of the different parts of the body and 
fit them together as a whole to function as a Hand  - the Hand 
of God. 
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The Five-fold Hand  
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All of these are needed for a balanced, healthy 
Christian life of obedience. 
 
The Hand ministry keeps us balanced.  We won’t 
be scattered about like children looking for new 
teaching, or getting caught up into man-made 
schemes that lead us away from Christ. 
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Pay close attention to the words:  “waves” and 
“blown” 
 (speaking of a bible wind and/or doctrine) 
 
Waves are new moves coming through the country 
that are showing up in a lots of places.  
 
Notice that it does not say that they are wrong, but 
warn us not to get  caught up in them because when 
they fade out, people are lost.  
 
Because people do not understand these things they 
become confused about what they believe, and it 
prevents them from following and obeying the 
leadership Hand that God has put over them. 
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There Are Several Things That We  
Can Be Sure Of In Christ 

Between the start and finish of God’s plan for us, we can be confident of 
three things: 
(1) God called us 
(2) He justified us  
(3) He glorified us,  
So we could be conformed into the image of his Son, which is his ultimate 
purpose (Rom. 8:29-30). 
As we have borne the image of the earthly, we shall bear the image of the 
heavenly, and this come only as we live out the word of God in our life 
(1Cor.15:48). 
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• But we all with open face beholding as in a glass 
the glory of the Lord are being changed (or 
transformed) into the same image from glory to 
glory even as by the spirit of the Lord (2Cor. 3:18). 
 

• This is God’s ultimate purpose to produce sons of 
obedience who are bearing the image of his Son. 
Jesus said in (Matt. 14:31) But that the world may 
know that I love the Father; and as the Father 
gave me commandment even so I do…. 
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Jesus said in (Matt.15:16), You have not chosen me, but I have 
chosen you, and ordained you, that you should go bring forth 
fruit, and that your fruit should remain: that whatsoever you 
shall ask the Father in my name, he may give it you.  
 
God’s purpose for the church is to bear fruit because the 
harvest is ripe and ready to harvest, but there is a need of 
laborers to go and reap the harvest.  
 
This is called obedience.  
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A boy and his father are walking in the 
mountains.  
Suddenly, he falls, hurts himself, and screams: 
“AAAhhhhhh!!!”   
To his surprise, he hears a voice repeating, 
somewhere on the mountain “AAAhhhhhh!!!” 
Curious, he yells “Who are you?”  He receives 
back,  “Who are you?” 
Angered at the response, he screams, 
“Coward!” He receives the answer “Coward!” 
He looks to father and asks, 
 “What’s going on?” 
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The father smiles and says, “My 
son pay attention.” 
And then he screams to the 
mountain,  “I admire you!” the 
voice answers, “I admire you” 
Again he screams, “you are a 
champion!” The voice retorts “You 
are a champion!”  
The boy is surprised but does not 
understand.  
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• Then the father explains:  

• People call this an echo, but 
really, this is life.  

• It gives you back everything 
you say or do.  

• Our life is simply a reflection 
of our actions. Life will give 
you back everything you 
have given to it. 
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• Let us close with this prayer:  

• Jesus, be the Lord of my life today in a new way. 
Change me in any way you want. Wash me and 
clean me from every sin. Let me live more and 
more of a spirit-filled life.  Make me a channel of 
your love and grace. Make me an instrument of 
your forgiveness and justice. Bring glory to 
yourself in me and through me. And let me share 
my life with someone in need today.  Amen. 
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